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Asymmetric Power Relations and International Trade Law: A Legal Analysis of
Economic Partnership Agreements.
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(Routledge Research in International Economic Law)

Routledge —
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The book’s core argument effectively situates Economic Partnership Agreements in the ‘systemic’ asymmetry,
which characterises the relationship between developed and developing countries in global trade. It applies the idea
of asymmetry to the relationship between the core countries—the EU/USA and the peripheral countries (ACP)—in
the GATT, multilaterally and in the EU-ACP trade relationship, bilaterally. The book identifies that core provisions
in the WTO regime such as the special and differential treatment as well as GATT Article XXIV have not lived up
to expectations. Underscoring the asymmetrical participation and dominant role of former colonial powers, the
book demonstrates how, although trade is generally considered a catalyst for economic growth, developed countries
have safeguarded their domestic markets while exerting pressure on developing countries to liberalise and compete.
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Chaisse, J./Herrmann, C. (eds.)
The International Law of Economic Integration.
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Oxford Univ. P.
9780192871626  2025.6 1424 pp. Hard

it ¥70,000 (HiiA)

The International Law of Economic Integration is a comprehensive reference work which builds a thorough understanding of
the processes and consequences of economic integration and explores its essential role in shaping global economic policies and
promoting international cooperation.

The book traces the historical developments and unpacks the theoretical foundations of economic integration, discussing
contributions from notable political theorists and examining the impact of global crises and technological advancements.
Through detailed, practical analysis it explains the existing rules and broad interplay of different regimes they work within,
describes the range of legal instruments designed to facilitate the free movement of goods, services, capital, and labour across
borders, and addresses the barriers posed by territorial nation-states to cross-border economic activities.

With contributions from worldwide leading scholars offering insights from the legal, economic, and political dimensions, this
work provides a holistic exposition of the field, enabling effective negotiation of future rules and highlighting the path towards
a more integrated and prosperous global economy.




